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SERMON IX. 
BY REV. HOSEA BALLOU, OF BOSTON, 


Ezexi1kx xiii. 4. ‘* O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the desert.” 





Thetrue prophets of God were few in Israel, the false prophets were 
numerous ; and there seems to have been no small contest between 
them. As would naturally be expected, the many false prophets endea- 
vored to study the disposition of a perverse and wicked people, and ac- 
commodate their testimony in a way to suit their prejudices, and im- 
prove their ignorance and superstition in the best manner for their own 
emolument and popularity ; while on the other hand, the few prophets 
of God were under the necessity of bearing testimony against the many, 
contrary to the corrupt traditions and dispositions of the people, where- 
by they rendered themselves unpopular and despised. 

The false prophets of Israel were to the people in their day, what false 
teachers are now to the christian commonwealth. St. Peter has ac- 
commodated us with a comparison which justifies this remark. He 
says; ‘* But there were false prophets also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in dam- 
nable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bringing 
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their per- 
nicious ways ; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of.” 

By this comparison the apostle signified the art and cunning which 
characterises the false teachers in the christian dispensation, as well as 
the false prophets under the former. He says, they shall ‘ privily bring 
in damnable heresies.” That is, they will do this with great art and 
calculation. This naturally brings the figure, used in our text, to mind, 
‘‘O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the desert.” The fox is 
noted for his cunning ;_ and with this quality he combines cruelty, be- 


>] 
ing an animal which lives on prey. 

The first effort of false prophets and of false teachers, is to make the 
people, who are to be the subjects of their erroneous ministry, believe 
that they are sent of God. Until this point is gained, the false teacher 
can entertain no favorable hopes of success ; but he well knows that 
the moment he can make the people believe that God has sent him, he 
has little or nothing to fear, and that his advancement is secured. With 
those views, the false prophets and teachers come to the people with 
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most solemn account of being sent of God; they speak in God’s name 
and say, ‘* Hear ye the word of the Lord, thus saith the Lord.” 


It may be well for us to notice what Ezekiel says of the prophets in 
the chapter where our text is recorded. ‘Son of man, prophesy against 
the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say unto them that prophesy 
out of their own hearts, hear ye the word of the Lord; thus saith the 
Lord God, woe unto the foolish prophets that follow their own spirit, 
and have seen nothing. ‘They have seen vanity and lying divination, 
saying the Lord saith; and the Lord hath not sent them; and they 
have made others to hope that they would confirm the word. Have ye 
not seen 4 vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, where- 
as ye say, the Lord saith it; albeit [have not spoken 7” 


By this representation we learn that the false proplicts followed their 
own spirit, and not the spirit of God ; they saw visions and lies, and 
not of truth ; they pretended to come to the people to the name of the 
Lord, when he bad not sent them, an when his word was not in their 
mouth. In all this the artful cunning of the fox is evidently seen. If 
these prophets had told the people that God had not sent them, but that 
they would prophesy as well as they could out of their own hearts, the 
people would have paid but little attention to them, and perhaps none to 
their testimony. Therefore, in order to gain the confidence of the peo- 
ple it was necessary to make them believe that they came in the name 
of the Lord, with his word and spirit. 


Now this is the method by which false teachers introduce themselves 
into their ministry, and impose themselves on the christian church as 
the ministers of Christ. Their first attempt is to make the people be- 
lieve that God has sent them. To this end they bear testimony of them- 
selves, and say that they are sent of God. It is remarkable how such 
means succeed with the people. The false teacher tells his own story ; 
he informs the people that he is solely devoted to their good, that his 
own interest is entirely out of the question, that he would not have 
come to them if the command of the Lord was not on him so to do. 
Should a man of business be told by a stranger that he had come a 
great distance to trade with him, but had not the least desire to gain 
any thing to himself by the traffic, that his only motive was to advance 
his interest and to make him rich and opulent, there is not one ina 
thousand, perhaps, who would be deceived in this way. Every discer- 
ning man, with a slight acquaintance with human nature, would at 
once be put on his guard by this manner of communication. But false 
teachers of religion spend a long time to learn the art of making the 
people believe that God has sent them, and if we may indulge in the 
figure of speech used in our text, the young foxes have old ones to train 
them to their arts. These false teachers, like the old Jewish Pharisees, 
will so disfigure their faces, put on such a solemn visage, speak in such 
a lamenting, mournful tone of voice, use a set of solemn words, stand 
and speak in such a peculiar attitude, that the ear of the hearer is 
strangely devoted to sounds, and his eyes set wide open at something 
which appears, more like an imaginary spectre, than like a fellow 
mortal. In all this awful solemnity, the people are told that they are 
every moment exposed to fall into hell, and under the burning wrath of 
an highly offended God ; that their children are naturally heirs of end- 
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less vengeance, and that there is but one way for an escape, which is 
to adhere strictly to their testimony, and receive it as the word of God. 
A fearful trembling now seizes weak and delicate nerves, and the pow- 
er of the sympathy conveys the action to the more strong and stable, 
and the conclusion becomes general, that the man is sent of God, and 
that to reject his doctrine will expose the people to all the threatenings 
which are so positively denounced. 


This method of deceiving the people was not introduced of a sudden, 
it was brought on by degrees and established by custom and tradition ; 
so that now the business goes on as regularly as other employments in 
society. The old foxes know exactly whenthe young are fitted for their 
labors, and the people are already prepared, waiting and longing for the 
deception, 

As has been remarked, the fox unites in his nature both cunning and 
cruelty. For this reason Jesus called Herod a fox. He was told to 
depart because Herod would kill him. To this he replied, “ Go tell 
that fox, behold I cast out devils, and I do curse to-day and to-morrow, and 
the third day I shall be perfected.” This cunning and cruelty are plainly 
discernible in the false teachers of religion. ‘They are cunning to deceive, 
and cruel to torment the deceived. In the chapter where our text is record- 
ed, the Lord accuses the false prophets of crying peace; “ and there was 
no peace.” So false teachers now inform the people that if they will re- 
ceive their doctrine they will have peace; but the factis, there is no peace 
in believing their testimony ; for they prophesy out of their own corrupt 
and partial hearts, and the doctrine they preach is like the hearts which in- 
vent it, full of craft and cruelty. It affects a great deal of compassion and 
love for the people, who are exposed to the eternal, unmerciful vengeance 
of God, and the people think that these teachers must be remarkably kind 
to use such constant endeavors to deliver them from the hands of such an 
enemy as Godis! Being deceived they cannot reason. If they could re- 
flect, and calmly reason on the subject, they would see at once, that if these 
teachers were in reality so much better than God, as their preaching repre- 
sents, God would not have sent them. If God were an enemy to his crea- 
tures, in room of sending such !oving creatures as these foxes pretend to be, 
he would send his messengers of vengeance and cut them off at once. 
When the deceit has succeeded, and the people believe in the false doctrines 
which are inculcated, have they any peace? Have they any rest? Do 
they enjoy quietude? No, they have no peace, no rest day nor night. 
What is the matter ? The fact is, the creed in which they are taught to 
believe, is full of cruelty, and teaches them that they are every moment in 
‘danger of worse consequences than can be represented by any similitude in 
nature. 

We are informed that the fox will cunningly feign himself to be dead, 
will stretch himself out in a lifeless posture, by which deceit he induces the 
fowls to light on, or near him, when, in a sudden and nimble manner, he 
snatches and devours them, So false teachers cunningly feign themselves to 
be dead to the world, to have no desire for riches, honor, or power, by 
which deceit, they draw the people into their very jaws, and between their 
sharp cutting teeth. Of all classes of community, none have a greater 
thirst for riches, honor, and power, than these false teachers. They are 
continually laying plans, and contriving schemes to get power into their 
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hands, and at the same time pretend to be dead to the world. This is act 
ing the fox faithfully. 


In delineating, illustrating, and defending their creeds, false teachers re- 
semble the cunning of the fox of the wilderness in several respects. 


Where this artful animal burrows in the ground, he takes care-to have 
several out-lets, so that if he be attacked at one of them, while his adver- 
sary is looking out for him at that place, he makes his escape at another, 
and is gone long before his adversary knows it. Thus do false teachers ; 
they endeavor to hide themselves in as great obscurity as possible, but if ia- 
quiry and argument pursue and find them out, they have taken care that 
they have more ways than one for an escape. If they are attacked on the 
principle of the works of the creature, as matter of justification to eternal 
life, and if the argument is like to bring them out to the light, they make 
their escape through the well studied avenue of partial, sovereigu grace, 
and particular election. If, on the other hand, they are questioned in a 
skilful manner, on the doctrine of partial election, and what they call sove- 
reign grace, and if they find no way to defend this scheme, ail at once they 
tack short about, and are pleading, in a most tender and affectionate manner 
for the free offers of salvation to all, and laying it down in the most solemn 
manner, that all are invited to come in welcome to the gospel feast. Thus 
the fox is gone. 


The art practised by the fox to elude his pursuer in the chase is a very 
fit emblem of the cunning craftiness of false teachers, “ whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive.” Like the serpent, the fox never rons on a strait line. 
He makes frequent crooks, running this way and that way, and appears to 
one unacquainted with his cunning, to get along but slowly and to care but 
little whether he makes his escape or not. But all these crooks are design- 
ed to puzzle his pursuer and embarrass his speed. This method is employ- 
ed until one more perplexing is found to be necessary, when the fox sets him- 
self to crossing his own track, running round and ‘round, forming the most 
difficult labyrinth from which he makes a sudden leap as far as_ possible, 
leaving his pursuer to seek him in the labyrinth whick he has left, while he 
makes the best of his way to another difficult place. In like mater do 
false teachers commence their discourses, by taking care to avoid a strait 
line of simple truth; they run a litte way, pretending that the divine Being 
is all love and grace to mankind, is the same yesterday, to-day and for ever, 
that the most entire confidence may be safely placed in his wisdom, power, 
and goodness ; but immediately they take a turn and represent him as ca- 
pable of having his mind so changed, as to burn with implacable vengeance 
towards those who do not conform to their doctrine. If they are followed 
closely and questioned concerning the consistency of their story, they will 
begin to cross their paths, contradict what they have said, run into the doc- 
trine of predestination, from that to free will, from free will to predestina- 
tion, and from thence back again. In one breath they will hold to election 
and reprobation, in the next call on all to repent and be saved, and when 
called on to explain these contradictions, they take a leap into mysticism, 
call it all a holy mystery, which carnal reason cannot understand, and thus, 
like the fox, make their escape. 

This kind of oe has been practised by false teachers, until many 
of the sensible people in Christendom have been driven to give up all be- 
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lief in divine revelation, and to seek for rest in moral philosophy, without 
the assistance of revealed religion. 

Perhaps no foxes ever represented false teachers more to perfection, than 
the three hundred which Sampson caught, fastened together, two and two, 
with fire-brands between each pair, and sent among the standing corn of the 
Philistines. 

This was an effectual method of destroying those extensive fields of wheat 
on which the Philistines depended for bread. If these foxes could have 
agreed to run’a straight course they would have done much less damage to 
the fields of corn; but agreeably to their nature, they ran crooked, and 
while one would attempt to go one way, his companion would take a leap 
the other ; in this way, they went in every possible direction, while the 
fire-brands served to increase their efforts and to burn the corn. In this 
manner false teachers are covenanted together, but with no disposition which 
harmonizes their hearts; and while one runs in one crooked path, another 
attempts to draw him in a different way quite as crooked ; while all the time 
they are rendered even furious with a sort of “ strange fire,”’ which charac- 
terises their doctrines, and produces a zeal not according to knowledge. 
This fire is scattered in every place into which these false teachers run ; while 
that reason, understanding, and knowledge, which to moral beings is moral 
bread, is all prostrated and consumed by these false teachers and the fire 
they carry with them, as was the corn of the Philistines by the foxes aud the 
fire-brands. 

As has been already noticed, St. Peter has presented us with a comparison 
of the false prophets among the people of the Jews, and the false teachers 
that should rise in the christian church ; and it may be profitable to us to no- 
tice a few particulars which may serve to mark the distinction between true 
and false prophets and teachers. Ip the days of ihe prophets of Israel, the 
false prophets were vastly more numerous than the true prophets of God. 
At one time the prophet Elijah stood alone, while the prophets of Baal were 
four hundred and fifty ; but whether the disproportion is as great now, or 
not, we may not pretend to say; though if we may know them by their 
fruits, as our Saviour directs, it would not be very difficult to compute their 
numbers. 

One infallible mark of a false prophet or teacher, is, he has a disposition 
to persecute. Thus did the false prophets persecute the prophets of the 
Lord ; and thus do the many false teachers in Christendom persecute, as far 
as they can, the few, who dare to testify the truth as itis in Jesus, and dis- 
prove their doctrines of error. 

The distinguishing trait which St. Peter has given of false teachers is, that 
they should bring in damnable heresies ; and he tells us what these heresies 
amount to; “ Even denying the Lord that bought them ; and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction.” 

All false doctrines, in one way or another, deny the Lord that bought 
us. They will either deny that Jesus gave himself a ransom for all 
men, or, what amounts to the same thing, they will deny the final effi- 
cacy of this purchase. And when the false teacher treats on the great 
subject of the Saviour, he has ready at command, studied methods of 
professing to believe in him, and of holding him up for others to believe, 
and trust in, while at the same time he runs his whole doctrine in such 
a crooked, doubtful course, that about all he says he finally contradicts. 
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False teachers who deny the Lord that bought us, do this work in an 
artful, cunning manner ; they know it will not answer to profess to deny 
him in full, because this would be no deception; people would pay no 
attention to their testimony. But they pretend to believe in him, and 
to be his faithful ministers. They pretend to understand the deep mys- 
teries of his doctrine, which are so very intricate that none but them- 
selves, who have in a special manner, been let into the secrets of God, 
can possibly understand. It belongs to this crafty scheme of error, to 
make the people believe that they must depend on what the teacher says 
—take his testimony on his bare word, and to think it acrime to attempt 
to reduce it to rational principles. 

Reason is one of the greatest enemies with which false teachers have 
to contend; they, therefore, endeavor to persuade the people to view 
reason as carnal, and inimical to religion, and by all means to lay it out 
of the case entirely. All this is necessary in order to prepare the mind 
to believe the strange and unreasonable notions which they have te im- 
pose on the simple. 

These intimations, my friends, are what you know to be facts: you 
have heard false teachers speak of the revealed will of God, and of his 
secret will; you have heard them compare his revealed will with his de- 
cretive will, and undertake to tell the difference. You have heard them 
speak against our reason, and endeavour to point out its dangerous ten- 
dency; you have heard much said about hidden mysteries, into which 
we have no right to inquire: yet these very mysteries are the subjects 
on which these false teachers continually dwell, and in which they re- 
quire the implicit faith of the people. 





Prepared in this way, and armed in all this guise, the fox takes his 
course, and practises his work of heresy, even denying the Lord that 
bought us. If one who dares to exercise his reason, and has boldness 
enough to question this false teacher, asks him how we should under- 
stand St. Paul where he says that God ‘* will have all men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth?’ he cunningly looks for- 
ward to see what the subject is leading to; he sees that its natural ten- 
dency is the salvation of all men. What now must he do? To allow 
this would not deny the Lord that bought us; he immediately replies— 
It is God’s revealed will that all men should be saved, but not his secret, 
decretive will-—If he should be asked why God should reveal a_ will 
which is contrary to his decrees, he replies, that God isa sovereign, and 
has a right to do as he pleases, and that we have no right to inquire into 
his secrets. — If the conversation be continued, and the passage brought 
up again, this false teacher will tack like a fox, and say, the word au 
does not mean ALL WITHOUT EXCEPTION 3 and then he will run with tri- 
umph for some time, contending that there are passages in scripture 
where the word Auu is used in alimited sense. Thus, like the fox. he 
crosses his own track. 


If this false teacher is under the necessity of explaining St. Paul’s 
testimony, that theone Mediator gave himself a ransom for ALL men at 
one time he will say, that St. Paul meant all the elect, not all the in 
penitent. But if the argument press him hardly, he will be sure to 
shift his ground, and sav, that Jesus did give himself a ransom for all. 
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conditionally; that is, if they will repent and believe. Thus he contra- 
dicts himself on every subject. 

St. Peter says, that these false teachers ‘‘ bring upon themselves swift 
destruction.”” And this, my friends, is verily the case; for if we deny 
the Lord that bought us, this very denial is our own present and swift 
destruction. Our own confidence is destroyed, our hope demolished, 
our peace given to the winds, and our fears and horrors awakened. 

Let us then turn away our ears from hearing those doctrines, which 
deny the Lord that bought us, and let us learn of him, who is wisdom to 
the foolish, righteousness to sinners, sanctification to the unclean, re- 
demption to the captive, and life to the dead. 








For the New-York Gospel Herald. 
BRIEF COMMENTARY. 


‘* IN PERILS AMONG FALSE BRETHREN.’’—Paut. 





Of all the evils and perils which fell to the lot of Paul, perils among false 
brethren was the most painful to be endured. From the Heathen, who 
knew not the God of Abraham—from his countrymen, who looked for a 
temporal Messiah, he expected opposition and persecution—this he received, 
and met it manfully. Stripes, imprisonment, robbery, and shipwreck, he 
bore with the fortitude of a philosopher, and the patience of a Christian.— 
Amidst all these assailing evils, he was sustained by the thought of a wel- 
come from his friends—a home in the hearts of his brethren. But, these 
dangers, these sufferings past—his heart glowing with love to God and his 
brethren—his steps bent towards the well known places of resort, where he 
had preached Jesus and the resurrection to assembled multitudes—where he 
had enjoyed the reciprocity of mutual fraternal enjoyments—what must be 
his feelings—what his agony, to learn that his brethren were false hearted, 
and that those who had eaten bread with him in friendship, had lifted up 
their heel against him! Yet, such was his painful lot—a lot which required 
all his mighty powers of mind to bear, and retain both his reason and his in- 
tegrity. True, indeed, he might argue, that such friends were not worthy a 
place in his heart, but could he tear them thence without a struggle? The 
keenly pointed barb is hardly felt while entering the flesh, but its return may 
sever the cords which sustain our existence. 

But Paul was not alone in sufferings of this description. Every age has 
witnessed impostors and apostates, both in religion and friendship ; and 
thousands of hearts bleed for confidence misplaced, and hollow hearted pre- 
tensions to brotherly affection. The insect which stung us to the core, may 
have flown, but the heart is transfixed by its sting, which remains to wound, 
though the body which carried it, may be sleeping with its kindred earth. 

Those who are most exposed to these shafis, are people of exquisite ser 
sibility, and sanguine temperament. Their feelings are susceptible—their 
affections are expanded, and their hearts left unguarded. Candid and confi- 
dential in their nature, and honest in principle, they are willing to believe 
that others of plausible exterior, are candidates for friendship, and worthy 
their fellowship. In proportion as their imagination is warmed, and their 











72 NEW-YORK GOSPEL HERALD, 


hopes excited, is the intensity of their anguish in the bitterness of disappoint- 
ment. But in no case is this more true, than in what may be termed reli- 
gious friendship, to which the apostle alludes. In addition to the common 
feelings of fraternity, is superadded the higher sentiments inculcated by the 
religion of Jesus. Interchange of thought on the subject of rebinding the 
life to God, with the various trials and joys which, in some degree, accom- 
pany all who are sincere, strengthens the cord which binds man to man, and 
coils it around the heart. Whocan wantonly, cruelly, torture the heart thus 
reposing in fancied, but happy security? Yet such cases po occur—such a 
case has lately occurred—and the love of * filthy lucre’’ has prevailed over 


gratitude, honour, friendship, and religion. MENTOR, 





—— 





SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


** O ye hypocrites! ye ean discern the face of the sky! but ye cammot discern the signs 
of the times !””—B1B.e. 





Things which are more apparent to the unprejudiced, than the approach- 
ing state of the atmosphere, marked by the strongest indications, are unseen, 
unnoticed by such as justly inherit the appellation given by the Saviour to 
those whom he addressed in the words which head this article. 

Do our divines realize the extremities to which they are driven? Do they 
know that the very labor in which they are now so zealously engaged, is a 
surrender of the last entrenchment by which their whole camp is defended? 
What are they endeavoring to inculcate in the minds of their adherents?— 
What is the great question which now, more than any thing else, employs 
their arts and learning? Is it to set up, establish and maintain, that our Cre- 
ator, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, and reprobated the 
rest of mankind to endless misery? No; not even the most rigid, and the 
most contracted, are heard to contend for such ideas. These notions seem 
to have been forgotten, and are suffered to lie unnoticed among a mass of 
rubbish, in the possession of a few old nuns, who keep the sanctity of witch- 
craft, and are the inspectors of ghosts. What then? Are they contending 
about effectual calling and final perseverance? O no: these are things which 
have been long since sent to the ‘* moles and the bats.” Ah! they are ral- 
lying their strength to defend the real personality of the father of lies, are 
they not? No: the days of their mourning for him are past. ‘To what, then, 
do they direct their efforts? What now are they endeavouring to prove and 
maintain? As surprizing as it may be, they are exerting the very last of their 
strength to make it appear probable, at least, that there will be punishment 
for sin in a future state of existence ! O marvellous! has it then come to this? 
Yes it has, and Babylon’s forces are all rallied, even the feeblest tongue that 
can utter a slander, is urged to the contest! The very effort is a surrender. 
If this doctrine were a plain scripture doctrine, it would require no such 
exertions to maintain it, it having been for ages believed. But the fact is, 
this doctrine, like a thousand other supposititious dogmas, is fast losing its 
influence ; and people are opening their eyes to realize its dissolution. 


IH. B. 


— 
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‘© He that believeth not, shall be damned.’’ 
The Bible says God has concluded them “all 
in unbelief—was it that he might damn 
them ALL? 


‘‘Search the Scriptures, forin them ye 
think ye have eternal life.”” People at the 
present day search the Scriptures to find in 
them eternal death, darkness, and despair. 





“* God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to himself.’ Now the Doctors say the elect 
are not of the world—they therefore can 
have no lot or part in the matter. 





‘* The Lord is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works.”” What por- 
tion of the universe was created by a mali- 
cious being, and who are those whom Je- 
hovah has excluded from his tender mercies? 





If at the consummation of all things, the 
Lord shall reign over Ais people, and the 
devil over those who are styled His people, 
will both be mutually gratified and become 
friends? or will they contend ad infinitum, 
each for Universal Dominion? 





An orthodox gentleman was once asked if 
he could tell wherein the following passa- 
ges differed. ‘‘ He that believeth not shall 
be damned.’’—‘‘ He that believeth not is 
condemned already. ‘‘ Why, (says he) the 
unbeliever is condemned now, to be damned 
hereafter.” But, says the querist, we have 
no other materials of which to make bliev- 
ers than unbelievers, have we? Ono.— 
You were once an unbeliever, were you not? 
Yes. Of course, according to your own 
finding, you were condemned then to be 
damned hereafter! 


‘*Sin is the transgression of the law.”— 
Admitting this law, as found in the Scrip- 
tures, to be infinite, does it not follow that 
it must be omnipresent? 





Most assuredly.— | 


Yet we know that the greater portion of the 
world are without the law. If they are not, 
why are such strenuous efforts making to 
carrry it to the Heathen? 

But again—if the law.be infinite, it must 
be omnipotent, and can no more be trans- 
gressed, than man can conquer God. 





‘* The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof.”” Query.—What part of it be- 
longs to the devil? 


—— 


WHAT IS HELL? 

Some of our orthodox brethren tell us that 
it is alake of literal fire and brimstone.— 
Very well. What part of man is tormented 
therein? Some say that it is the ‘‘ immor- 
tal spirit”? What! is spirit tangible? Can 
it be acted on by fire? Ono. Of course 
if the Hell they talk so much about is literal, 
some substance is necessary in order to con- 
stitute pain. 

The question is yet unanswered—What 
part of man will be tortured in the orthodox 
literal Hell? Says one—it must be the body. 
Very well—will not fire burn?—if it does, 
will it not consume? Ifthe body be con- 
sumed, can it suffer pain? Certainly not. 
Of course a literal Hell is nothing more than 
moonshine! 

But says one, God will make us able to 
endure pain, and not be consumed. O very 
well, says J. S. T. God will make Salaman- 
ders of us, will he? If he does, will Hell be 
amy misery to us? T. 





How contemptible in the sight of sensi- 
ble men, must that man be, who harrows up 
the feelings of the afflicted—who, instead of 
pouring the balm of consolation into the 
bleeding wounds of humanity—endeavors to 
sink the shaft more deeply into the wound- 
ed heart! But when,to the common feel- 
ings of compassion, which characterise hu- 
man nature, is superadded a profession of 
the Gospel of our Saviour-—yea, more, 
when the man who thus acts, bears the name 
of a preacher of that Gospel—what lan- 
guage can be strong enough to express our 
| indignation ? 





We were led to make these remarks upon 
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reading the communication of a highly re-| Much inconvenience is suffered by Editors 
spectable correspondent.—We make the fol- | frem the neglect of correspondents in send- 
lowing extract — ing unpaid letters. We speak feelingly.— 
§cg-A word to the wise is sufficient. 





‘While in Fairview, Pa. Mr. Day was 
called upon to preach the funeral sermon of ‘ , 
Mrs. J. After he had concluded, he desired We dislike boasting, or anything in the 


Mr. Isaac Oaks, a Presbyterian preacher, to | similitude thereof---yet we must be permit- 
close with prayer. He arose, and commen- | 194 to say, that our subscription list is rap- 


ced dooming the congregation to endless|, . 
perdition, together with the friends of the | idly increasing. In our 3d number, by way 


deceased and the deceased also. His de-| of filling a column, we said—* Will each of 
nunciations were so utterly devoid of feel-| oy subscribers obtain two?” Behold the 
ing or decency,that he was requested to cease oe ‘ 
his harangue.”” fruits! One day last week we received the 
' . names of upwards of sixry good subscribers 
Are ye men! or are ye demons in human re 
my! —good, because the amcunt of subscription 
shape! Are not the living sufficient to glut , : 
accompanied forty three, and the remainder 
your vengeance, that you thus descend to aon 
: to be accounted for by known friends.—Eve- 
the tomb, and like the foul Hyena, banquet hie Sialadatiei: ak Meleinnan,' Ti dlialh 
on the dead? Who is the God ye worship? sect P _ 
Does He delight in the tears of the mourner, 
and the groans of agony? Is He a Being of! [It having been reported by some person 
elties of a relentless tyrant? our last number, relative to the withdrawal 
Look for a moment at the character of our | of fellowship from Abner Kneeland, by the 
Saviour. We see him binding up the broken | Second Universalist Society of this city, we 
hearted, and comforting the mourner. Be- thought proper to request a copy of the 
hold him at the tomb of Lazarus: Does he proceedings from the Trustees. It is an- 
endeavor to pierce more deeply the hearts| nexed. Our readers will judge for them- 
of the sisters of him who is slumbering in | gelyes. 


? ' : 
Ge sepulsive? «Does he not rather weep Ataspecial meeting of the Second Univer- 
with those who wept—and endeavor to} salist Society, convened according to public 
sooth their anguish? notice, given on the 15th instant, about for- 


What claim, then, has the subject of these | ty persons being present, members and pew 
holders, when the following resolutions 


remarks to the name of a minister of the! \ 1. passed unaminously : 
Gospel—a follower of the meek and lowly} Resolved, That we approve the course 


Jesus? We say he has none—ere he could | of conduct pursued by the Trustees of this 
have thus wounded the hearts of the mourn- | 5°clety in regard to withdrawing the con- 

} , . nexion between Abner Kneeland and the 
ers, by pursuing their deceased relative to | Second Universalist Society ; and that we 


**the house appointed for" all living,” his | have, and do now consider the resolution as 


soul must have drank deep of the foul spirits | P@8Sed by the board of Trustees, on the eve- 
ning of the 6th February, instant, as a pri- 


of cruelty; and, dead to the feelings of| vate withdrawal of fellowship, at the same 
human nature---he must have been well | time expecting the society would have been 
nigh satiated with the shrieks and groans spared the painful necessity of publicly with- 


drawing fellowship from one whose person- 
extorted by the rack and the es C.T. | al feelings they wished to spare as much as 


possible. 
Therefore, be it Resolved, That we are 
Many complaints have been made of the | | perfectly satisfied from the te aching of Mr. 


non-reception of our paper in season. We/| K. as well as his writings, that he has em- 
shall “sin no more. | braced sentiments repugnant to the Chris- 
‘tian religion, and the faith of Universalists, 

The requests of several correspondents og Prt wan religious body, do hold most se- 
riously to the existence of Almighty God, 

shall be attended to forthwith--others must | the authenticity of the Bible, and a resurrec- 


of necessity, be delayed. ‘tion from the dead, and that i in consequence 





endeavor to retain it. 
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of our not being able as Christians to coun- 
tenance the doctrines advanced by Mr. K. 
we do now solemnly and publicly with- 
draw all fellowship from the said Abner 
Kneeland, and that these resolves be record- 
ed on the books of this society, and the se- 
eretary be requested to hand him a copy of 
the same, duly attested. 
WM. HONAY, Cf’n. 
R. P. BUSH, Sec’y. 


UNIVERSALIST MEETING. 


At a large and general meeting of the 
Universalists of the city of New-York, con- 
yened at the Prince street Church, corner 
of Orange street, on the evening of the 16th 
of February inst. Br. James Hall was called 
to the chair, and Br. Thomas Bussing was 
chosen secretary. The objects of the meet- 
ing being stated, the meeting was addressed 
by Brs. Hall, Bush, Fitz, Bussing, and oth- 
ers, on the subject of effecting a concentra- 
tion or consolidation of Christian Universal- 
ists in this city. 

Whereupon it was moved and seconded, 
that a committee of five be appointed for the 
purpose of endeavoring to effect a unity of 
Christian Universalists in this city. The 
Committee being chosen, the Chairman and 
| were added to the same. 

The following Resolution was offered, 
which, after being amended was passed u- 
nanimously, as follows :— 

Resolved, that we believe it to be the o- 
pinion of the great body of Universalists in 
the city of New-York, that Mr. Abner Knee- 
land has advanced sentiments and doctrines 
which go to deny the existence of Almighty 
God, the authenticity of the Bible, and the 
resurrection from the dead. 

We therefore deem it our religious and 
imperious duty—a duty we owe not only to 
the cause of Christian Universalism, but to 
the Christian Religion, as well as to ourown 
character and standing as Christians in a 
Christian community, solemnly to disavow, 
in as public a manner as possible, au fel- 
lowship with the said Abner Kneeland and 
his sentiments, as a Christian minister. 

It was further moved and seconded, that 
the proceedings of this meeting be published 
in the New-York Gospel Herald, and other 
Universalist papers ;—when the meeting ad- 
journed, to meet on Tuesday evening next, 
24th instant, at 7 o’clock, inthe same place. 

JAMES HALL, Ch’n. 

THO’S BUSSING, Sec’y. 

COMMUNICATION. 

Mr. Eprror.—It may not be unnecessa- 
ry to inform you, that the resolutions as pas- 
sed by the Second Society, and the general 


meeting of Universalists, were not offer- | 





ed nor acted upon for the purpose of inju- 
ring Mr. K. but with a view to show our 
brethren and the Christian public, that the 
great body of Universalists are not in 
unison with Mr. K’s doctrines and _ senti- 
ments. CHRISTIAN. 
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LETTERS TO LIBERAL CHRISTIANS. 
LETTER IV. 

Breturen,—Among the means of 
extending a knowledge of the truth, 
and of enjoying its renovating, its 
joyous influences, we would take the 
liberty of recommending to our friends 
in places now destitute of stated min- 
istrations of the gospel, the expedien- 
cy, indeed the necessity, of organi- 
zing themselves, either legally, or by 
common agreement, into societies — 
If there are but few brethren in such 
towns, let that few make a noble be- 
ginning. Let them consult together, 
with a new and zealous interest in the 
cause. If a thing is never commen- 
ced, it is certain nothing will ever be 
done ; and even a few, well united, 
and determined to effect something, 
can accomplish much. Their enga- 
gedness will inspire the hitherto indif- 
ferent with a zeal in the cause; and 
the success which always attends in- 
dustrious exertion, will be the means 
of exciting others to inquiry, and ul- 
timately of bringing them to a know- 
ledge of the truth. 

We know that in many towns our 
brethren excuse their want of exer- 
tions by saying, their numbers are so 
small they cannot be able to procure 
stated preaching, and if they could, 
the faithful labourers are so few, that 
they could not expect to obtain such 
a preacher as they might wish to em- 
ploy. But, brethren, have you ever 
taken: measures to ascertain what 
your strength is? Have you made 
suitable exertions to increase your 
numbers ? We suspect, that by or- 
vanization and mutual effort, you 
would find this objection less discou- 
raging than you now think itis. At 
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least, there can be no harm in doing 
all you can, and then if you fail, your 
excuse will, in the sight of God and 
your brethren, be deemed just and 
sufficient. But you will not fail ; the 
God of truth has promised to crown 
every sincere and vigorous endeavour 
to aid his cause, with success. And 
as for the farther objection, that the 
number of preachers is not so great as 
the demand for their labour, we pre- 
dict, that when you once get organi- 
zed, and resolve to obtain the regular 
administrations of the word, the Lord 
will send you * a man after his own 
heart.” He will never withhold the 
food which hungering children want, 
and for which they labour. Our mi- 
nisters feel under solemn obligations 
to visit places where the brethren do 
their duty. ‘They will visit them, and 
it will not be long, before measures 
will be devised, to see that your chris- 
tian desires are accomplished. As 
long as you remain indifferent, inac- 
tive, unknown to our religious body, 
you cannot, indeed, reasonably ex- 
pect to have regular ministerial la- 
bours ; but awake, act, and resolve to 
enjoy the means of instruction—make 
yourselves and your wants known to 
our public, and you will, you shall be 
regarded, you shall be ‘supplied with 
that spiritual food which you desire. 


But if, at present, you are unable to 
obtain the stated ministrations of the 
gospel, from the heralds of truth, let 
us advise and exhort you to institute 
meetings among yourselves. Let not 
another Sabbath pass, before a num- 
ber of vou shall have agreed to meet 
together weekly in some convenient 
place for mutual religious instruction. 
Let you first meeting be had, on the 
Sabbath, say at the house of A. the 
next at the house of B., and so on.— 
When assembled, let some brother, 
gifted in prayer, if such should be 
present, take the lead in that exer- 
cise. Let a hymn or two be sung. 





one qualified to lead in this manner, 
appoint some good reader to read to 
the audience one or more sermons or 
other valuable religious works. Let 
not the meeting be formal, artificial ; 
but social and edifying. After read- 
ing a portion of the scriptures, let 
such as are disposed, propose ques- 
tions on the same, and let others give 
their views of the passage. Or take 
any other measures which your re- 
spective situations may render expe- 
dient, to strengthen the bonds of 
union, and to enlighten one another. 

Free and social conferences among 
our societies are becoming numerous. 
We are rejoiced to find it so. We 
hail such regulations as the harbinger 
of a better state of things. There is 
much to be hoped from them. Let 
them, we say, be instituted in all di- 
rections. Let them be held every 
Sabbath, and the advantages will soon 
be realized. We would say to our 
brethren in every destitute town, lose 
no time in organizing a meeting of 
this description. Should your num- 
ber be small at first, you will assu- 
redly find it increase, and ultimately 
your harps, wich now hang on the 
willows, would resound in notes of 
exultation and praise. We have not. 
written this merely for the sake of 
putting it on paper. What we have 
said has been advanced seriously and 
earnestly. We hope that every read- 
er will consider these remarks as ad- 
dressed personally and affectionately 
to himself. It is time—high time— 
that something tnore was done by all 
our friends in every direction. Let 
us then awake united, concert mea- 
sures of action, go forth resolutely in 
the conte-t for truth, and the victory 
is ours. 





EXTRACT. 

Many are soon engaged in holy duties, 
and easily persuaded to take up a profession 
of religion, and as easily persuaded to lay it 
down; like the new moon, which shines a 
little in the first part of the night, but it is 


Or if there should happen to be no | down before half the night is over. 
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PROSPEOTUS 
Of a new semi-monthly publication, 
TO BE ENTITLED, 
NEW-YORK CONSTELLATION, © 


Deveted to Polite Literature, Ethics, Miscel- 
lany, and Biblical Researches. 


BY R. CANFIELD, 


Late editor of the Religious Inquirer. 

Were this prospectus to be read by those 
only who are well acquainted with the various 

roductions of the editor, or merely by those 
who know him through the medium of the In- 
quirer, his purpose would be submitted to their 
judgment with a cordial salutation, and the 
most sanguine hope of success. But his bow 
must be more formally made, and his inten- 
tions more systematically unfolded to the citi- 
zens of this metropolis, few of whom have the 
means of forming a correct decision, by a 
knowledge of his past labours. Of his com- 
petency to fulfil the task which he has assum- 
ed, his future labours will be the criteria, and 
his patrons are the chosen arbiters, from whose 
dictum he will never appeal. 

His object is, to cherish a taste for those 
subjects which are embraced in the caption, 
and to offer for the acceptance of his readers, 
a choice of the richest articles in each depart- 
ment. ‘I’o exhibit the beauties and rewards of 
virtue in their most engaging dress....to depict 
the deformities and the desecrated consequen- 
ces of vice :...to encourage the social and Do- 
MESTIC AFFECTIONS :...to awaken a relish for 
correct language and chaste diction :...to lead 
the mind through the most delightful avenues, 
to the noblest pursuits :...to elevate the con- 
ceptions, and imbue the understanding with 
the most exalted ideas of the unlimited bene- 
volence of the CREATOR, are the arduous and 
multifarious duties which the editor has vol- 
untarily assumed. Should he succeed in his 
endeavours to blend the useful with the pleas- 
ant, his design will be accomplished—if other- 
wise, he will still harbour the satisfaction ac- 
companying a justifiable intention. 

The editor proposes to furnish the Constel- 
lation with original pieces, both prosaic and 
poetic, and the most judicious selections—to 
encourage genius and foster talent, by appro- 
priate premiums, and to entice from obscu- 
rity the latent energies of those who require 
solicitation to elicit their mental powers. 

The work shall be neatly and correctly 
printed, on fine white paper, and delivered to 
city subscribers for one dollar and fifty cents 
the volume, handsomely covered for preserva- 
tion. Payment will be expected on delivery 
of the first number, which will appear when 
the step shall be warranted by the subscription 
roll, Mail subscribers will be furnished for 
ene dollar, without the covers attached, to be 
paid as noticed above. 

An engraved title and copious index will be 
given with the closing No. of the volume, and 
should the patronage warrant the expense, the 
work will be accompanied by other plates, il- 
lustrating particular passages. 

The Constellation will be printed in quarto 





form, and delivered on the first and fifteenth ot 
each month, in whole sheets, comprising 200 
pages the year, exclusive of plates. 

New York, Jan. 31. 





LETTER 
To the Exper who officiated at the Metho- 
dist Church in John street, New-York, 

Sunday evening, February 22. 

Unknown Friend—I have been inform- 
ed the subject of thy discourse on the even- 
ing above named, was taken from Proverbs 
1: 24—28. ‘* Because I have called, and ye 
refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded ; but ye have set at nought 
my counsel, and would none of my reproof ; 
[also will laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh :........ Then 
shall they call upon me, but I will not an- 
swer,”’ &c. 

This, I find, is a very favorite text with 
the propagators of the doctrine of endless 
cruelty, and relentless tyranny. They in- 
form their auditors that the fear of sinners 
will come upon them in Hell—that they will 
then call upon the Lord for pardon, but He 
will laugh at their calamity, and mock 
them!!! This was the substance of the dis- 
course referred to, and on which we intend 
offering a few brief remarks. 

Suppose thy child—if thou art a parent— 
should, by disregarding thy counsel, sustain 
some serious injury—what course of conduct 
wouldst thou pursue? Wouldst thou look 
on his misery, and not endeavor to release 
him therefrom? If such would be thy con- 
duct, thou art dead to the common feelings 
of humanity—thy heart is harder than ada- 
mant, and colder than the regions of eternal 
snow. But if to viewing the agony of thy 
child without being moved by compassion, 
thou shouldst add insult to misery by mock- 
ing at his calamity, what language would 
be strong enough to express our indigna- 
tion ?—But, thank God, no father, no mother, 
so much resembles the false character attri- 
buted to the Most High. If such be his cha- 
racter, instead of being worthy our adora- 
tion, he deserves nothing but ceaseless exe- 
cration and eternal blasphemy! But such is 
nor His character—He is a being of infinite 
compassion, and compassion CANNOT look 
on misery without endeavoring to relieve. 

For want of room I will defer further com- 
ment on thy discourse—merely remarking, 
that, if thou hadst spent a few moments in 
examining a few verses preceding thy text, 
thou wouldst have discovered that the words 
thereof are not attributed to the Lorp. Ex- 
amine the 20th verse—ix=** WISDOM cri- 
eth without ; sHe uttereth her voice in the 
streets,” &c.——May we ever give diligent 





| heed to her counsel, knowing that we shall 


thus escape her reproof. A. C. T. 
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WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY. 


Among the many causes that have combined 
to instil erroneous opinions into the mind, and 
to bind it fast in the slavish fetters of supersti- 
tion and ignorance, no one, perhaps, has had 
a more powerful influence, than the following: 
Standard works of great and learned men are 
sprinkled with fragments of tradition and hu- 
man creeds. There-is not, probably, a more 
striking proof of the correctness of this remark, 
than is to be found in a late work, known by 
the name that heads this article. It is my in- 
tention in this communication, to review the 
definition given by the author, of the word 
DAMN, and its derivatives. 








‘“ Damn. To sentence to eternal torments 
in a future state. 
“ DAMNATION. Sentence to everlasting 


punishment in a future state. 

‘‘DamneD. Sentenced to everlasting pun- 
ishment in a future state. ‘‘ He that believeth 
not shall be damned.”’ Mark 16: 16. 

“Damninc. Dooming to ENDLEss pun- 
ishment in a future state.” 

Consider for a moment the evil consequen- 
ces which must necessarily result from these 
definitions. Should any argument be entered 
into on the meaning attached to the word 
DAMNED, as recorded in the 16th chapter of 
the gospel by Mark, friend Webster wiil be 
consulted. By many he will be considered as 
good authority—he is a learned man—a Doc- 
tor of Laws, and must undoubtedly be correct. 
He says that “* damned,’”’ means—“ Sentenced 
to everlasting punishment in a future state,” 
and quotes in proof the very passage which we 
have supposed to be in dispute. This, with 
many persons, will be considered as satisfac- 
tory ; and on friend Webster’s authority they 
may contend, that “ he that believeth not shall 
be” sentenced to everlasting punishment in a 
future state. Than which, nothing can be 
more foreign to the meaning of the passage, as 
we shall presently prove. 

But we will admit, for the sake of the argu- 
ment, that such is its true and genuine scrip- 
tural meaning. At the I4th verse, we find 
that “ the eleven” were unbelievers. Christ 
‘‘ upbraided them with their unbelief and hard- 
ness of heart.” Will any one contend that 
the disciples of our Lord were “ sentenced to 
everlasting punishment in a future state ?” 

But again—How are we to ascertain who 





et 


were believers ? We answer—by reading the 
verses succeeding the words quoted by friend 
W. as proof of his definition. “ And these 
SiGNs shall follow them that believe: In my 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall 
speak with new tongues ; they shall take up 
serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, 
it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on 
the sick, and they shall recover.” Now, friend 
Webster, canst thou perform any of these mi- 
racles ? If not, wilt thou not be damned ? And 
wilt thou not be accompanied into “ everlast- 
ing punishment in a future state,” by all who 
have lived since Christ ? excepting those only 
who saw the Lord Jesus after his resurrection, 
and who alone were endued with the miracu- 
lous powers mentioned. 

No man can believe as he pleases. He is 
the creature of circumstances, and his belief is 
wholly controlled by those circumstances.— 
And can it be supposed that he will be “ sen- 
tenced to everlasting punishment in a future 
state,” for that over which he has no control ? 
Justice forbids it. 

Wilt thou contend that the “ belief” was li- 
mited to the age of the apostles? If so—by 
what parity of reasoning canst thou show that 
the damnation for unbelief extends to any oth- 
er age or persons ? 

Again—What were they to believe 7 “ Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” What is the gospel ? Is it 
not “ glad tidings of great joy, which shall be 
unto ALL people?” Can it be glad tidings to 
those who are “ sentenced to everlasting pun- 
ishment in a future state ?” If not, is it glad 
tidings unto aLL people? This is the gospel 
preached by the angels to the shepherds on 
plains of Bethlehem. Dost thou believe it ? 
If not, ‘‘ he that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed.” 

But we stop not here. Belief presupposes a 
knowledge of what is to be believed. Canst 
thou inform us what will become of those who 
have never heard the sound of the gospel ?— 
They are necessarily unbelievers, and if unbe- 
lievers, will they not be “ sentenced to ever- 
lasting punishment ina future state?” Most 
assuredly, if thy definition be correct. 

But, leaving these manifest absurdities, 
which grow out of the word “ damned,” as 
defined in thy dictionary, altogether out of the 
question, dost thou believe the Bible ? If so, 
art thou aware of what is said therein of those 
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who add unto the words thereof? “ If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add un- 
to him the plagues that are written in this 
pook.” Rev. 22: 18. Art thou aware, friend 
Webster, that the language thou hast annexed 
to the word under consideration, as the defi- 
nition thereof, is no where recorded in the 
yolume of the scriptures ? Gather the host of 
orthodox doctors, for whose gratification thou 
hast thus defined the word “ damn,’ and its 
derivatives—read from Genesis to Revela- 
tion—search till your eyes wax dim in death ; 
and you cannot find a single passage, which 
speaks of ANY punishment whatever “ in a fu- 
ture state,’—much less “ everlasting punish- 
ment,” or “ eternal torments.” But this is 
not thy most heinous violation of truth. 

“ Damninc. Dooming to ENDLEss pun- 
ishment in a future state!!”’ Wilt thou be 
pleased to put thy finger on the chapter and 
verse, in which the word “ endless” is ever 
applied to punishment, either in this, or a fu- 
ture state? We dare thee to the test. 

Wilt thou pretend to plead ignorance in ex- 
tenuation? What! Noah Webster, LL. D. 
plead ignorance ! Impossible. Yet, what else 
canst thou offer ? 

In thy work, friend Webster, thou hast cited 
words from many foreign languages, and can 
it be supposed that thou art totally unac- 
quainted with the Greek ? If not, dost thou 
know that the original word rendered “ damn- 
ed” in Mark 16; 16, is Katakrino? In Ro- 
mans 14: 23, the same word is used. ‘‘ And 
he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because 
he eateth not of faith ; for whatsoever is not 
of faith, is sin.”” Damned of whom? Ans. 
29d verse. ‘ Hast thou faith ? have it to thy- 
self before God. Happy is he that condemn- 
eth not HIMSELF in that thing which he al- 
loweth.” Is any thing said here about “ end- 
less punishment ina future state ?” 





Thy error, friend Webster, originated from | 


the imputed meaning generally attached to the | 
na | Church. 
word “ saved” in the passage— He that be- | 


lieveth and is baptised, shall be saved.” Saved 


from what ? Not from an angry God, an infi-| , 
nite Devil, and an endless Hell—because no 


scripture writer ever says so. What then ? 
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from their siss.” “ But he 
that believeth not shall be damned,” (or con- 


demned.) To what ? We answer, that from | 





which the believer was saved—his sins. ‘“ He 
that believeth not is condemned (or damned) 
already.” 

“ Having damnation, because they have cast 
off their first faith.” 1 Tim. 5: 12. The per- 
sons spoken of, have it now, it is already in 
their possession—not that it is reserved for 
them in “ a future state.” 

“ For he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
self, not discerning the Lord’s body.” 1 Cor. 
11: 29. Dost thou suppose, friend Webster, 
that the person who “ eateth and drinketh un- 
worthily, eateth and drinketh” “ everlasting 
punishment in a future state 7” 


We seriously call on the author of the work 
under consideration, to defend it. On doctri- 
nal points, the columns of this paper shall be 
open to him. It is a subject on which all rea- 
soning men should fee] interested, and de- 
serves a candid and serious investigation.— 
May He of whom and whose we are, lead us 


into all truth. A. C. T. 
—ee— 


COMMUNICATION. 
To Universalists in the city of New-York. 


The Committee chosen at the general 
meeting of Universalists in this city, on 
Monday evening, February 16, have includ- 
ed in their Report, proposals for purchasing 
the Prince-street Church and premises, for 
the sum of $15,000,* the same to be made 
into stock, 300 shares at $50 per share, and 
the books are now open for said subscription 
in due form. : 

In addition to the many suffi-ient induce- 
ments to make the purchase as abovemen- 
tioned, is that of the necessity of Universal- 
ists in this city owning a burial ground; and 
the capacious vaults belonging to said pre- 
mises, furnishing a sufficient burial place for 
many years to,come. 

The friends to the above desirable mea- 
sure are informed, that meetings to car 


into effect the present laudable objects of 


that connexion, will be held every Mon- 
day evening, in the basement story of said 


* This sum is at least $5,000 below the fair 
value of the premises. 





TO RENT, with the privilege of a lease 
from the first of May next, the tenement No. 
6 Centre street, now occupied asa Printing 
Office. Immediate possession given, should it 
be required. 

Apply to T. FISK. 
New-York, Feb. 14. 
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AN ORTHODOX SERMON. 


Text.—“ The sight of hell torments will 
exalt the happiness of the saints for ever.— 
When they see others, who were of the same 
nature, and born under the same circumstan- 
ces, plunged in such misery, and they so dis- 
tinguished ; O, it will make them sensible how 
happy they are.”—Dr. Epwarps. 


“« While the decree of reprobation is eternal- 
ly executing on the vessels of wrath, the smoke 
of their torments will be eternally ascending 
in view of the vessels of mercy, who. instead 
of taking the part of those miserable objects, 
will say, Amen, alleluia, praise ye the Lord.” 
—Dr. Emmons. 


Dost wish to know the bliss of Heaven ? 
Then listen to my story ; 

For unto me the Lord has given 
Much knowledge of his glory. 


To me each plan has he revealed, 
Pertaining to us mortals ; 

From my sharp ken is nought concealed, 
’T wixt us and heaven’s portals. 


Nor is my view confined to this— 
My eyes to heaven directed, 

Can see what constitutes the bliss 
Of souls that are elected. 


Then listen to my godly strain, 
While I to heaven translate you, 

And, with most pious care explain 
The joys which there await you. 


As time would fail all joys o’ th’ blest, 
To reckon up in order, 

lll name but few—you'll find the rest, 
In Willis’ Recorper. 


When once you reach that blessed place, 
For God’s elect reserved, 

You will adore that wondrous grace, 
By which you were preserved. 


You then will render thanks to God, 
That he so much has blest you, 

That you might run sin's pleasant road— 
Then go to heaven and rest you :— 


While others, sinful less by much, 
Than you—this road pursuing, 

Will ne’er partake of glory such 
As this—but go to ruin. 


When you look down and see their smoke 
Of torment up ascending, 

And hear their piteous nr and groans, 
And shrieks, hell’s concave rending : 


O then you'll tune the loudest songs 
With shouts resound the air shall 

—Much glory to the Lord belongs, 
For that he is—impartial. 


What though your friends and kindred lie 
Enduring keenest anguish, 

Lifting in vain beseeching eye ! 
(For ever they must languish :) 


What though the children of your love, 
The wife of your affection, 

Lie weltering in the flames ! they prove 
God’s Sovereign Election. 


They prove that He has power to save 
From hell—or doom to ruin ; 

—Therefore he surely ought to have 
The glory thus accruing. 


And you exalted high above 
All NaTuRAL affection— 

So much like God—so full of love— 
So very near perfection, 


Will look on all their misery, 
Without one painful feeling ; 

And shout in perfect ecstacy— 
Praise God's Impartial Dealing. 


That this is heaven's bliss, you'll know 
When God from sin shall cure ye ; 
And looking on the damned, below, 
Cry, glory, alleluia! LUCIUS. 





We have, for several weeks, had an ar- 
ticle in type, entitled ‘‘ Errors of Univer- 
salists,’’ from the pen of Br. S. R. Smith.— 
It has again been unavoidably crowded out, 
but shall be inserted in our next number.— 

We selected another excellent article, en- 
titled ‘‘ Catechetical Lessons,” from the 
same pen, from the ‘‘ Utica Evangelical 
Magazine.’’ It has been unfortunately mis- 





laid. Will Br. Skinner favor us with an- 
other copy of the number of his paper, which 
contained it? 
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